get 3117 mnnc: (4 I 
A 


as GE EEG Av dh 


.- 


Lo 


= Ceponeni| 


LERNER Lord, in 4 fingprailes v 
oor ok ep gps 
panegyrickes this day ; audit (halbee 
943 //7acll andav ordimennceim Liceb amongſt 
ourchildrens children tothe laſt day. Sit wowew do- 
| $9/09ns Leatlemwwng the Lordebee bleſſed 
'fao > > — OR RTFRITRGG Yeqment 


os CHRISTIAN 


CHVRCHES, 


AND 
THE NECESSITIE OF 


frequen: ing of Divine Service and 
Publike Prayers in them. 


Delivered in a Sermon at White-Hall be- 
forethe Kings moſt excellent Mateſty on the 
eight day of December luſt being Sunday, 


By Wartrzx Batcangeyalr Doftourof 


Divinity and Deaneof Rocheſter being then in 
% his ordinarie attendance, 


And now perro by/ his ECD ſpecial command. 
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Matrh. 21: Verſ. 13. _ | 

It t+ written » my houſe ſhall bee called the houſe 
of prayer but you haue made it a denne of 
theeVes. 


za2.4zH E occaſion of which words was 
briefely this 5 Kings ar che firſt en- 
try unto their Raignes doe uſe tobe- 
24 gin with the reformation of abuſes 
Zg, crept into the Church and Seruice of” 
D), God: {odid David, Toſias, Fzrkiah 
before Chrift , ſo did 'irhe Chriſtian 
Emperours and Princes after Chriſt, as appeareth in 
their firſt reſcripts : ſo doe yet all Chriſtian Kings, their 
firſt Acts of State or Parliament take riſe ar the rhres- 
hold of the SanQuary, and begin with confirmation,or 
(if need he) reformation of the Church : Now the Son 
of God inthis Chapter making his ſolemne entry like 
a King into [eruſalem, and foreceived by the people,he 
firſt gerterh him to the Temple, and finding ic moſt 
lewdly profaned both by ſecular and fpirituall or St- 
monicall negoriation he falleth upon them with both 
hands :as.a King with his mo armehe whipperh ouc 
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ſhall be called the houſe 
but you have made 


rſcd and withall applyed by him, that they are 
now become his owne, foras well. quem bene, as que 

male dum recitas, incipit eſſe tums. 

And-as theſe two fenrences when they were firſt 
ſpoken of by theſe two Prophets, were aProphefic of 

hriſt his times, and the iniquity of the Iewes in his 
time fulfilled them 3 ſo, as they are now rehearſed by 
Chriſt, they ſeemeto have beene a' Propheſie of our 
times, which have fulfilled them by repeating the ſame 
profanations: In which regard I ſhould not perbaps 
divide theſe words much amifle, if I ſhould divide 
them intoan Appropriation, and an Impfopriation : an 
Appropriation, orthe properulſe tor which God ap- 
pointed his Temple, my houſe ſhalbe talled the houſe of 
prayer, an Impropriation, or the abuſe of the Temple, 
whereby mendiſappoint God of his appointment, but 
you have made it a den of theeves : And this diviſion is 
much about one with our Proverbe, whereſoever 
God hatha Church the Divell hath a Chappell; » 
houſe (ball bee called the houſe. of prayer, there is Gods 
Church ; but you have made it adenne of theeves, there 
' the Divell goeth abour preſently to turne it into his 
Chappell Hy 

Or theſe words being ſpoken of the Materiall Tem- 
- ple of Ieruſalem may veedivided as in ſome ſort that 

| Temple 
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ple, who had made it a dunghill,or aden 
you have made it a den of theeves, \\ _. 
_ Bur there is one word-in-the text 
meane to fetchthar diviſion of the wards whickat this 
time I purpoſeto purſue, and that is the word appeliabi- 
tar, ſhall be called ; ſince the text is of the right nami 
calling, or as it were chiſtening of rhe Temple, :I ſhall 
pray you to take notice of -thele foure- particulars : 
- Firſt of the Churches name, my houſe, and we may call 
ir. the proper name of the Church, fori: giveth God a 
propriety inir: Secondly,the Churches ſurnameor.ap- 
pellative name by which it ſhall beeicalled, the houſe 4 
prayer, my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of prayer : Third- 
ly,the Churches nicke-name,by which4n regard of the 
great abule offered unto ir, Chriſt miſcalleth/ir,,a den of 
theeves, but you have made it a den of theeves.2; Fourrhly, 
the Church-booke or regiſter-in which all cheſe- names 
are recorded, thename and ſurname in Iſaiah, the nick- 
md 5 gol name 
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namein Jeremiah, it is writien : Neither need we doube 
burthar all cheſe names are very ſignificant; for if Adam 


 bytharoriginall wiſdome wherewirth God induedhim 


was able togive names to all the creatures according 
to their natures, -much more is God himſclteable to 
doeſo, when hewillnameany thing. 

Now ineach of theſe fourcthere be two particulars ; 
inthe firſt, thar is, the-namc, 2»y houſe, theſe rwo : Firſt, 
it isfir Gad ſhould have houſes built robimon earth as 
well as men, wy houſe. Secondly, rheſe houſes builr 
 untoGod become God his houſes by propricty, fo his, - 
that they may never be taken from him ; my houſe. In 
the ſecond, rhar is,” the ſurname of the Caurch, ſhalbe 
calted the houſe of prayer, theſe two: Firſt, houſes built 
unto God are to bee ſolemnely called, or (as it were) 
chriſtened , that is, conſecrated and dedicated to the 
ſervice of God, ſhall be called. Secondly, as they arc to 
be dedicatcd toall the parts of God his ſervice, ſo eſpc- 
cally they are to be conſecrated to prayer, ſhalbe called 
the houſe of prayer. In the third, that is, the Churches 
nicke-name, but you have made it aden of theeves, theſe 

rwo:; Firſt, God his Church may become the Divels 
| Chappell, Bethel may become Bethaven; the houſe of 
prayer, 4 den of theeves. Secondly, The. rheeves and 
robbers who make it ſo, areprincipally rhe Prieſts, bur 
in their owne place the 7s to0 3; for both are here 
meant by you; the as rl « on the ſhop-kee- 
pers ſtandings, and the Lay-people for ſelling in thoſe 
thops, being upon holy ground. In the run thatts, 
the Church-booke or Regiſter, /t « written, theſe two : 
Firſt, the aurhority by which the proper uſe for the 
Temple for prayer is to be proved, by Scripture :next, 
the authority by which the abuſe of the Temple is ro 

- bee 
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ef, It © written; intheold Teſtament, in thenew Teſta- 
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the onipe too : but Chinch-wels beſt whipi 


ment-, and in their owne place”, inthe Canons of the 
Church; athreefold cord is not calily broken, this 
chree-ſtringed whip will hold upon the conſciences of 
men, ornothing will: if not, the Prince then muſt uſe 
the ſecular whip indeed : As Chriſt uſed the Divell, 
fomerimes throwing him by maine force out of chem 
that were-poſlſelled, Cmtinbs throwing him vpon his 
backe by force of Scripture, It is written,as in his remp- 
rations, ſo herc lie uſeth theſe divelliſh —_— as 2 King; 
hedrivs eta foto 11 poet Gate 
pn es texts: Jt i o 
She houſe off prayer, but pucy wry ne re one 
And of ſo many of rheſe parts inthis order nh I 
have :now propounded, 'as the time and your Royall 
patience thall give meleave. / 
-: Andfirſtof che Church #5 name , my houſe; and in it 
of the firſt particular, which'is this, HK « fit God ſhould 
have houſes built unto bins vpons earth 4 well 'as meh , 
for though 'the Heaven of Heavens -cannot' eontditye 
him , much 'Ieſſe this houſe which is 'made' wi 
hands, as Salomon h arthe Dedication of his 
Temple; and che Almighty dwellcth not in houſes 
made with hands, as Petey ſpeaketh-inthe £7: ; * 
fince God hath piven to man the whole. ſurface 0 the 
earth ro build upon for himſelfe,he expedterh that man 
by way of gratitude ſhould find. our ſome corner wher- 
upon to build ro his Godzas when God requireth of us 
to give ſorncof aur goods to the poore;it is not that he 


could not provide forthe poor wikis; If 1 were 


En ed oe ONES he ro 
namein Jeremiah, it is written : Neither need we doube = 
burthar all cheſe names are very ſiznificant; for if Adam 
by that originall wiſdome wherewirh God induedhim 
was able ro give names to all the creatures according 
to their natures ,.much more is God himſclteable to 
doe ſo, when he will name any thing. 
_ Nowineach of theſe fourcthere be two particulars ; 
 Inthefirſt; rhar is, the-name, my houſe, rhefe ewo: Firſt, 
it isfir Gad ſhould have houſes built ro hum on earth as 
well as men, wy houſe. Secondly, theſe houſes builr 
unto God become God his houſes by propricty, ſo his, 
that they may never be taken from him ; wy houſe. In 
the ſecond, rhar 1s,” the ſurname of the Caurch, ſhalbe 
called the houſe of prayer, theſe two: Firſt, houſes built 
unto God are to bee ſolemnely called, or (as it were) 
chriſtened , that is, conſecrated and dedicated to the 
ſervice of God, ſhall be called, Secondly, as they are to 
be dedicated toall the parts of God his {ervice, ſo efpe- 
cally they are to be conſecrated to prayer, ſhalbe called 
the bouſeof prayer. In the third, that is, the Churches 
nicke-name, but you have made it aden of theeves, theſe 
rwo: Firſt, God his Church may become the Divels 
| Chappell, Bathe/may become Bethawven; the houſe of 
prayer, 4 den of theewes. Secondly, The rheeves and 
robbers whomake it ſo, areprincipally the Prieſts, but 
1n their owne place the mor r00;- forboth are here 
meant by you; the Prieſts for —_— the ſhop-kee- 
pers ſtandings, and the Lay-people tor ſelling in thoſe 
thops, being uponholy ground. In the fourth, thats, 
the Church-booke or Regiſter, 7t « written, theſe two : 
Firſt, the authority by which the proper uſe for the 
Temple for prayer is to be proved, by Scripture : nexr, 
the authority by which the abuſe of the Temple is ro 
bee 


_ could not provide forthe poore withour'us , If T were 
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be reprooved, by Scriprure ro0+ Chriſt indeed 
was a King as well as a Pricft) befides the rexr'; 


the whip too : but Church-mens beſt whip is Scr; 


eſt, It is written; in the old Teſtament, in the new Teſta- 
- ment, and in their owne place, inthe Canons 
Church ; a threefold cord is not caſily 


of the 
becky this 
three-ſtringed whip will hold upon the conſtiences of 
men, ornothing will: if not, the Prince then muſt uſe 
the ſecular whip indeed: As Chriſt uſed the Divell, 
fomerimes throwing him by maine force out of chem 
that were 


the houſe of prayer, but you 


-: Andfirſtof the Church is name, my hoſe; and mm itt 
of the firſt particular, 'whichis this, It « fit God ſhould 


have houſes built unto bim vpon earth as well as meth , 
for though 'the Heaven of Heavens cannot toys 
him , much eſſe this houſe which is "made wi 

hands, as Salomon {| arthe Dedication of his 
Temple; and the Almighty dwellcth not in houſes 
made with hands, as eter ſpeaketh in the £4775 ; 'y1 
fince God hath piven to man the whole. ſurface of the 
carth ro build upon for himſelfe,he expedteth that man 


by way of gratitude ſhould find. out ſorne corner wher- 
upon to build to his Godzas when God requireth of us 


to give ſome of our to the poore;it is not that he 
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y(Gaith the Lord)I world not tell thee, for all the beaſts 
the field are mine , and the flockes upon a thouſand maun- 
£aines : bur ſince he hath given unto us all chat we have, 
hee expeRteth that by way of thanketulneſſe we ſhould 
give backe unto him (for what wegive tothe poore he 
accounteth given.to-himſelfe) alittle of that all : Eyen 
ſo having given man the whole'carth co build upon for 


 himſelfe, he looketh that man ſhoukd ſer our ſome part 


of that whole whereupon-to build, and be at ſomecoſt 
with. us Gad:. that was a noble ſtrifebetweenea King 
and his ſubjet, Davidand Araunah the Tebuſute,2 Sam.2; 
24+ concerning the threſhing loore upon which David 
was commanded to build an Altar to God.  Arauna/ 
would have givenit freely, beeauſc it-was for.God,but 
Daevidicorned to build unro his God upon that ground 
which ſhould coſt him.nothing. » © vb 
- Now theſe houſes built by men unto. God were of 
old called Temples, now Churches, and though they 
wetfe of mens building, yet werethey.not of mens de 
viling, but of God his owne inſtitution: Moſes is the 
ancienteſt writer we have extant, and in him we have 
the rſt mention of a -Temple., for Goddclivered unto 
him.in.the patterne of the Tabernacle themodell.of the 
Temple;.Ir is true indeed that the Gentiles by inſtiga- 
tion of the-Divell who is God his: ape, in- imitation 
hereof did.cret Temples to falſe gods ;- but firſt wee 
have mention'of God his Temple, as truth is-more an- 
cient then a lye: And even before either thar[Taber- 
nable or Temple, we find that there were Analogicall 
Temples, that is,places ſet apart and conſecrated'to the 
{ervice.,of God. -.« Abel though he ſactificed-;abroad 
and in an openplace, yet was.ita place prepared; Nob 
oftcredfacrificcuponan Altar,7acob uponaſtone turned 
Ms to 
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oefomeePladmonnd maol hi 
he called by the very namein the tex” 
the houſe of Gad, Go 28, The famecuſtame wo 
queſtion) qbſerved by the Patriarkes downe to Ioſes, 
unto whom God himſelfe delivered the parterneof the 
Tabernacle, which ſhould bea pattetne of the Templez 
and then came the Temple of Hierufalem it ſee, the 
moſt glorious ſtructure the Sunne did eyer behold :-To 

this Temple , under the Goſpell: ſucceeded * the 
Churches of Chriſtians, ar firſt indeed bur meane, rhe 
Church being under perſecution: bur when the Empe- 
rours and P1''1:es became Chriſtians , moſt glorious; 
{o magnificent far ſtructure , fo rich for endowments , 

that as Meſes was: glad by ſound of 'to- make 
proclamation throughour the Campe thar the'people 
ſhould bring no more materials for the furniſhing of 
the:Tabernable z ſo Chriſtian Princes were over-ruled 
by their fubjeds, to make Edidts of reſtraint forgivi 
any more tothe Church: From whence 'ap 
the.vanity and ignorance of thoſe humoriſts,who aske, 

what needeth all this colf. of oyntment upon Chriſt 
his head £--21l this colt upon the building and” orna- 
ments of Churches e; fince the firſt and beſt Chriſtians 
were not_ acquainted withthem © They may as well 
aske what filly men. were David to provide faich a 
maſſe of "money and materialls, and Salomon'ro- ſpend 
them alland many millions more upon the Temple of 
Hieruſalem , fince God before was well enough wor- 
ſhipped and ſacrificedunto by Abel and Nechperhips 
upon a turte, by 1acoa.upon atone. But whea'God 
had given to hispeople the»bleffing.of ia magnificent 
Monarchie , he would not have them dwell in houſes 
of Cedar, and his houſe _— within curtgines , but 

would 
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would bave 


mw v7 pray rene nar was to _ : 
ſate' and magnificence to bee the beauty of the 
whole carth; ſo while Chriſtians ar the firſt had much 
adocto live.and breathe under their perſecutions, God 
was contented ro be worſhipped by them in ſuch meane 
aces as they could provide for him : bur when Em- 
perours and Princes became Chriſtian, and Chriſtians 
under them enjoyed peace and plenty , hee expected 
from them glorious and ſumpruous Churches, neither 
was his expeRtation deceived : for though' they were 
notable to reach the beauty of the Temple of Hieruſa- 
lem, the Iewes themſelves not being able to match the 


_ firſt Temple; yet wee find thar Chriſtians ia buildin 


their firft;Churches: had an eye to that Temple: ' for 
though our noveliſts ifthey chance to build a Church, 
as _y doe ſometime beyond the ſeas) will take any 
dell perhaps of a great Hall or Barne, rather than of 
the ancient Chriſtian Churches 3” yer the firſt builders 
of Chriſtian Churches even for the forme of fabricke 
did in ſome ſort imitate that Temple of Hierufalem: 
For, as in that Temple there were foure diſtinRions, 
the Porch which was called Salemons ; Atrium or the 
Court ,'whither the people came ; Sand7um the holy 
place, whither the Prieſts came ; and the SantFum San- 
forum the holy of holieſt, into which onely the high 
Prieſts, were to cnter-; So in the old Chriſtian 
Churches (though not for the ſame uſes) were foure 
diſtintions ; the outmoſt place of all anſwerable to 
the Porch, unto which infidels or ſuch as were excom- 
municate and caſtout of the Church might come, but 
no further; into-the next place as it were in CArrio, 
came the penirents,ſuch as did penance, bur no further; 
the third place was the body of the Church, which we 
may 
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may call $ay:Fum, and 
| were the SantFum Sanftorum, the incloſed place where 


(12) 
partakers of Gods worſhip z/ and;the fourth was' as-il 
the Altar or Communion-Table ſtood, into which 
none did enter but ſuch as.were in holy. Orders, and 
had power to conſecrate the bleſſed Elements ; ſogreat 
followers were the Primitive Chriſtians of antiquity, 
rather than incliners unto novelty.  - — 
Now to move our times (in which ſome pull downe - 
as faſt as our Fathers builr, and deface as muchas 
did decke) a littleto looke to Gods houſes and buil- 
dings, I ſhall briefely offer two things ro your conſide- 
ration, _ Firlt, chegreat eſtimation which God hath of 
theſe houſes; nexr, the high clteeme- in which men 
have had them : fo that if we either feare: God; or re- 
verencemen, there can no argument be.want 


his eſtimation of Temples appearerh by his delivering 


- unto Moſes the patterne of the Tabernacleeyen to the 


leaſt pin, which was to be bur a patterne of the Tem- 
ple; by notgiving way to David his building of the 
Temple, although a man according to Gods owne 
hearr, - onely for that exceptionof bloud which -God 
had againſt him, and not of bloud unlawfully ſhed, but 
in lawfull warres, and undertaken by God his owne 
Commandement ; (for this exception was laid againſt 
David, before the matter of Yri«h,) by his accepting 
rhe Temple at Salomons hands in the very time of the 
dedication of it, filling it ſo with his preſence inthe 
cloud, that the Pric(ts were interrupted in performing 
the rites of conſecration by promiſing to-put his names 
there for ever, and to fixe his. eyes and heart there per- 
petually, by performing this his promiſe of preſence; 
for many times he appeared herons the Cherubins,8 

0 fol 
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(40) 
inchat'Tenpledid inſpire (diverſe with'the ſpirit of 
Sropheſie ;'by 6rdeting that themoſt precivusand ho- 
things ſhould be kept in it; the Arke of the Teſta- 
ment, che Tables of the Law, Aaron? rod, the hea- 
venly fire, rim and Thummim,&c. By threatning the 
deſtn;Aion of that Temple, as rhe greateſt judpeinent 
char hould ever befall them! (as indeed it was) for af- 
ter the deſtruRion of rhat Temple they ceaſed to bee 
afly morea;people:- And as by God, ſo'by mett this 
Temple of all buildings had'in'rhe higheſÞeſteeme, 
Teruſalery in regard of it courted the joy of the whole 
carth ;- torhis Temple came all the people ofice in the 
yeare, and when they did not come, they powred forth * 
cheit ſupplications'wrth rheir faces towards'it - you 
know Daw his one wiſh, although it was not granted 
him; that 4//hi tife long hee might dwell in the houſe of 
the Loyd, and viſit the beauty of hs holy Temple ; he ac- 
eonned' the Sparrowes happy which might but 'hop 
afid fing and lay their young aboot the Altars of it ; he 
accounted rhe meaneſt officer, even a doore-keepcr- in 
it happier than they thar lived in the Pallaces of Prin- 
ces; Ina word, conſider the revenge whielt Chrift 
(who was God)takerh here upon the profaners'of rhe 
Temple, and the vaſt expence laid out'upon it by Da- 
vidand Salomon who were men, and we mult needs ſee 
that higheſteeme in which that Temple was had borh 
by God and man. " ke. 25RD 4 2 
Bur what is all this (will you ſay) to our Chriſtian 
Churches 2 Very much, forrhey are come in place of 
thar Temple, asthe ChriſtianReligion is come in place 
of the Jewiſh : thar Temple was but a type' of our 
Church6, as all thar ſervice was't type of 'our Chriſt; 
We hieve an Altar, faith the Apoſtle, and therefore a- 
6G Prieſt- 


, 
: (Ut) 
Prieſthood as that Templehad; therewas cheArkeoF 
the Teſtatnenr,. - our Churches ate: the Arkes of 'rwo 
Teſtamenrs; of theirs, which was theold Teſtament ; 
and of another better than theirs, thenew Teſtament: 
inour Churches are the daily -facrifices-0f -prailſe-and 
prayer, therwo Tables of the Law; and they expoun- 
 dedand vindicated frotn falſe gloſes' and-inrerprecari- 
ons by onr Saviour-in the 5 of Marrh.which that Tem- 
ple had not; \in'our Churches is ULomis rod; thats 
Ecclcfiaſticall-diſcipline} Yrim and Thimmin in out = 
Prieſts: andabove all, in our Churches is' celebrated 
the commer >rative ſacrifice of the moſt precious bo« 
dy and bloud of the Sonne of God :- no-doubr then to 
be made, of Gods high eſtecineof/Chriftian Churches 
builtunto him. Now how they have beene honouted 
by men, wirneſle the infinite coſt beſtowed by our 
fore-fathers in fabricke and maintenance of chem}! rhit 
infinitepriviledges gramed{by:Chriftian-Princes/ ttfit6 
them; alrhough the beginning of onr age dit Rater 4s 
faſt as the former age did gather ; -andthelarrer laws 
of taking no more from the Church, were farre 'mbre 
neceſſary than«thoſe forinec \lawes, 'for giving'1d 
morero 17.) \ hr yd Vegan SO 
Whoſe charity thencan be ſtraightned whena houſe 
of God is to bee inlarged 3 whenether ir is robe buile, 
or bring /built-is ro be kepr fromrume?! Canmen have 
ſummer and winter houſes,'' and the; Temple/6t! God 
[ lye fo, as ir. keepech our neither ſummer Sunne not 
winter weather 2: the Temple''of God I fay, a nartie 
| fo glorious, thateven rhe moitglorious; all rheperfons 
| of the Trinity delightto becatied by it -: God the Bu. 
| ther, Rewel.2 1.22. ſon ſaw no Templein the holy Ch + 
ty.; For the Lord God Almighty and the. Lambt ure the 
11:21 B 3 Temple 
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Templeaf it. God the Sonne, his perſon the Lambe in 
that place is calle$a Templeby Saint 7obn, his body 
by himſelfe, ' Deſtroy this Temple, and I will buzldit up a- 
gaine in three dayes. The Holy Ghoſt, —_ he bee 
not called a Temple, yer Temples he hath,and delighr- 
cth to dwell in them, even our bodies, Know ye not that 
your bodies axe the Temples of the Holy Gho# : The ſurame 
of all is, houſes are to bee built unco God, and being 
built, are highly ro be honoured, / becauſe they are his 
houſes by propriety : 'which I rold you was rhe ſecond 
particular in the Church its name, and is now the next 
point to be ſpoken of, My hoſe. 

- My houſe, thatis, mine by propriety, and if ſo, then 
we muſt looke to three things. . Firſt, if the Church 
be Gods houſe, then Take heed to thy foot when thou en- 
tereft into it, Eccleſ.4.17. doe not ruth rudely nor rathly 
anto it, bur bee ſure you your diſtance, elſe you 
may be turned backe with ſhame enough,and ſent home 
unjuſtified as the Phariſee was, becauſe he kept notthe 
 Publicanhis diſtance, who ſtood afarre off and would 
not ſo much as lift up his eyes towards heaven: How 
fearefull (faith Tacob ) i this place, the Lord was init and 1 
knew it not, it & nothing elſe but the houſe of God, aud the 
wery zate of heaven. Thetruththen is, if the Church be 
my houſe, that is, Gods, we muſt obſerve a reverend di- 
ſtance in all our approaches which we make to God in 
it, elſe we runne upon cerraine danger; are youin this 
houſe to ſpeake unto God by prayer ? beeſure you 
make a curtſie low enough with David, Iam « worme 
and no man ; 'orif you will, alittle lower with Abra- 
ham, Since du#t and aſhes have begun toſpeake unto thee - 
elſe you may juſtly feare that your prayers ſhall be tur. 
ned into finne, Are you in this houſe to heare God 


ſpeake 


(8) 

ake unto you- by his Word read or preached * Be 
; wok. are.” diſtance, as the people were com- 
manded at the hearing of the Law, elſe you know your 


danger , Forif ſomuch «s «beaſt ſhal touch the ſoaking | 


mountaine,tt ſhall be ſtoned to death,or thruſt through with 
dart. Are ear this houſe toconverſe with Godinth 


bleſſed Sacrament 5 Vſe firſt a reverent preparation 


Let a man ex amine himſelfe,and ſo let him eat of that bread 
and drinke of that cup;elſe you know the danger,7ow ſhall 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. For obſerving 
this diſtance in Gods houſe, I will but name unto you 
ewo reaſons. Firſt, wee doe not find in Scripture that 
God hath uicd tobe familiar with any , to enterraine 
them, or to beentertained by them, unleſſe they bave ob- 
ſerved this diſtance, and firſt prepared themſelves for 
that interview or parlic. Before God would-ſpeake 
one word to Hoſes on the backe of Mownt Horeb, hee 
firſt bidderh him pur off his ſhooes , becauſe the place 
on which he ſtood was holy ground:when God dehve- 
red his Law to his people from the top of Mownt Sinas, 
he firſt commanded them to ſanftifie themſelves three 
dayes before, that all that while they might bee the 
more reverently prepared to. hearken unto that which 
God was to ſay unto them;{ſo muſt we when wee come 
into the houſe of. Gad (if wee be to ſpeake to him by 
prayer, or to heare him ſpeake to us by bis Word) pur 
off our ſhooes, that is, all worldly thoughts and affecti- 
ons; and ſandtifie our ſelues, that 15, put on all new and 


holy thoughts and affetions. The ſecond reaſon is 


this : We doe not find that God hath ever yer ſuffered 
the unreverent handlers, or lookers upon the places of 
his prefence,to goc away unpuniſhed; Yzz4 did bur ir- 
reverently rouch the Arke of the Lord , andthe Lord 


preſently 
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(14) 
-preſc 090 WE IEY 9 YA zeſh did but 
nn WE the Arkeof the Lord, andthe 
Lord preſently flew. fifty thouſand of them : How few ' 
be they in ourtimes, who by obſerving this diſtance | 
doe declarethar- they beleeve the Church to be Gods 
houſe;/.how many that come in'withour preparing 
themſelves at firſt by devorion and _—_ How many 
wha.clp on their hats when 'God ts ſpeaking to them 
by his Word, I meane in the time-when the very text 
is reading? Nay the ſervant who will be uncovered be- 
fore his Maſter in his owne'houſe, will many times be 
covered before him in Gods houfe; all which bewray- 
eth rhat many men do either rake the Church not to be 
any houſe,thar is, Gods; or (which is worſe) Gods houſe 
notro be ſo good as their owne, . 

| Next, if the Church be »zy houſe, that is, Gods, then 
the zeale of the Church muſt cate us up : to this we are 
warranted both by- David- and by Chriſt the Sonne of 
David, The zeale of thine houſe hath eaten me up (ail Da- 
vid; and in this Chrift ſhewed himſfelfe truly to bethe 


| Sonne of Davzd, for we doe not find that Chriſt in his 


lite .did everufe: {everiry with his hands , bur once 
rwice he did ic ,, but it was one and the fame caſe , the 
prophanation of the Temple : When he was apprehen- 
ded, bound, buffered; ſmitten, mocked, reviled, ſcour- 
ged, ſpir upon, tortured,crucified, he bare all patiently, 
and 45 a ſheepe before the ſlaughterer is dumbe,ſo he opened 
not his mouth - bur if he ſee the leaſt indignity offered to 
his Fathers houſe,his zeale burſterh out into a flame, he 
(crteth his hand to the whip,and his tongue to the rext : 
When his Diſciples did ſec that fiercenefle of his inthe 
2. of Tohn, they were aſtoniſhed at it ; eſpeciall com- 
paring it with his uſuall mecknefle at other times, when 

they 


** 


= {as} AY 
they thought there was \ffered 5 
at-the 17. Verſe af rhar > nn vere cafty fat 
cd, when They remembred haw it waswritten, The zeale of 
thine houſe bath eaten me up. Now the beſt way- to try 
whether we have this zeale towards Gods houſe, isthe 
comparative rule : if we exprefſe more reverence mn 
this houſe than in the houſe of ary other man whoſoe- 
ver ; if wee be moreforward (according to our places) 
to puniſh an offence or irreverence in this houſe , than 
thoſe that are commirred any where clfe, if wee can be 
contented to be at more coſt for repairing andadorning 
this houſe,: :1n1f 1t were our owne: it not, then certain- 
ly either we do not beleeve the Church to be my howſe, 
that is, Gods;or (which is worſe) Gods houſenot to be 
{o good as our owne. 
Thirdly, if the Church be my houſe, that is, Gods, 
. thenno humane power may take it trom him:his title is 
| like the Character of his Prieſthood, 5»delebiliss ; no 
tine, no preſcription can prejudice it: for if mul tem- 
p15 occurrit Regt, it no time can preſcribe apainſt our 
King his title ro the Patronageof a Church,much lefſe 
can it preſcribe againſt his title who is the King of 
Kings: Before thou buildedit a houſe to God , the 
ground and the coſt werethine owne,and thou mighreſt 
have done with them what thou wouldeſt,as Peter told 
Apanias; bur when thou haſt once given them ro 
| God, it is no more thine, but »2y houſe - for as Gods 
; gifts towards us are withour repentance, ſo cope our 
gifts rowards Godto be: He who among us thall kill 
himſclfe, and become fello de ſe, maketh all his goods 
| Deadands; and it isas true inverted, he who hath made 
any of his goods Deodanas, and thall afterward doeany 
a of reſumption, is fel/e de {6 a murtherer of himſclfe, 
| | | and 
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and adeſtroyer of his owne ſoule. Stories are full of 
their tragedies who any wayes went about to alter ci- 
ther the property or uſe of the Temple of Hieruſalem; 
we know w me of Antioch atter he ſetup the 
ſtatue of Iupiter Olympia init ; upon the Caldeans de- 
ſtruction of that Temple followed the loſſe of their 
Empirez the Macedonians after their violation of it, loſt 
their Dominions; Pompey after his comming up to the 
SaxZtum or holy place, which was not lawfull for him 
to doe, had never luckie day after; no more had Caſsins 
after his prophanation ofir. They who have meddled 
with the Chriſtian Churches have nor fared much ber- 
ter : for they who have pulled downe theſe houſes of 
God, have found that withall they have pulled downe 
their owne houſes, and they who have built their owne 
houſes where Gods houſe ſtood, have found that they 
- havebuiltupon ſandy and finking ground, and that the 
Church-ſtones have crumbled their houſes ronothing, 
and ſunke their eſtates irrecoverably. Now they who 
pervert Gods houſeand turne it to any ſecular uſe, doc 
deny it to be wy houſe, that is, Gods, as muchas they 
whoevert it and pull it downe. [r1s a notable cunning 
of the Divell,as to make us believe that God 1s a good- 
fellow, and that we may retaine him in our hearts with 
our finnes ; ſo to make us belceve that his houſe is a 
houſe of good-tellowſhip, and that it may ſerve for 0- 
ther uſes beſtdes the ſervice of God; to lay lumber in, 
or things out of the way , ina progretle time to ſerue 
fora Wardrabe, in the countrey for Iuries of Leets to, 
ft in and conſult about their verdits, and moſt com- 
monly at the Communion-Table ro make ther Selſſes, 
not onely for the poore (which is a Church-duty) but 
alſo for all other compoſitions , where they ſeldome 
| {RCCL 


* . SR 
meet without wrangling, and ITT 
not without ſwearing : Bur if it be Gods houſe, hemuſt 
and will have it alone,or not art all; That of the 
Philiſtims ſerring the Arke of God in the Temple of 
Dagon, is very remarkable ; one would wonder why 
God ſhould plague the Philiſtims for ir ; for I am per- 
{waded the Philiſtims made account they had done the 
CArke the greateft honour that they conld imagine, by 
ſetting it in the Temple of their owne god : yet God 
tumbled downe Dagon,ſmotethe Philiſtims,and would 
have conſumed them if they had not diſmiſſed his Arke: 
What mean! this  Onely to tell the world that with 
God it is all one to be turned our of doores, and to be 
lodged by an Idoll: let God have his houſe alone, 
there hee will dwell : make it thine as well as mines 
that is, make it ſerve for thine uſe and the ſervice of 
Godtoo, thou diſcaſeſt God and turneſt him out of 
doores : The reaſon 1s, becauſe houſes built ro God are 
onely ro be conſecrated to him and his ſervice, which 
is now the next point to bee ſpoken of, 1 calledit the 
Churches ſurname, ſhall be called the houſe of prayer. 

In it I rold you of two particulars. Furſt, Gods 
houſe is to be called, or as it were chriſtened, thar is, 
conſecrared and dedicated to God and his ſervice, my 
houſe (hall bee called. Secondly, among all the parts of 
Gods ſervice, it is eſpecially to be conſecrated to pray- 
cr, ſhall be called the houſe of prayer.For the firſt, that thy 
conſecration and ſolemne dedication of Temples and 

Churches is very ancient, it is argument enough, that in 
all the three languages we have a proper word for it, in 
the Hebrew (Chanucah) from Chanac, which fignifieth 
to dedicate a thing when it is finiſhed , in Greeke dnuniz 
_ encenis from and wi —_— hgnifieth an initia- 
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So 
tion or making of: 2thing new; the worduſed by rh» 
10,22, for that feaſt of dedication at which Chriſt was 
preſent, and then the Latine words dedzcatio and conſe- 
er&is : Confecration or ſerting apart perſons or things 
to'Godboth by God himſelfe and men, 1s very anci- | 
ent; God contecrated rohimſelfe our firſt parents, and 
niade their marriage a kind of Sacrament of the union 
and  ſpirituall marriage berweene Chriſt and his 
Church, as the Apoſtle teſtificth, Epheſ.5. ſo he conſe- 
crared rohimſelfe the poſterity of Seth, of 7acob, every 
male which firſt opened the wombe, ar laſt the Iewes 
had delivered unto themamong other parts of the Ce- 
remoniall Law, the rites of dedication of certaine per- 
ſans, veſlels,'veſtures : Now for the {oleinne dedicati- 
on of the houſes of God, we haue farſt the dedication 
of the Tabernacle which was bur the patrterne of the 
Temple; Exod.40. thenof the Temple it ſelte we have 
threeſdlemne dedications recorded in Scripture: the 
firſt by Salomon, Kinz:1 8. the ſecond by Zorobabel and 
others, Ezra 6.and related by 1oſephns antiq. lib 11.04: 
4. the laſt by 1udas Hacchabers atter the defeat of An- 
wpchus, which was indeed eſpecially of the Altar, of 
which we read Mach. 1.4: and Toſeph. amiq. lib. 12. cap. 
10, and this laſt was the feaſt of dedication which 
Chriſt honoured with his preſence, 704» r0. for it is 
plaine by the rext both that it was 1n winter, and anni- 
verſary, neither of which is true of the two former 
dedications : Among Chriſtians their Churches uſed 
ever to be conſecrated. Euſeb.lib.g.cap.1e.ot his Hifto- 
ry, and in thelife of Confantine deſcribeth unto us the 
dedication of that Church which Conftantinetirſt built 
at Ierufalem. When Churches at the firſt were rare, 
the authority of conſecration came fromrhe Prince and 
Magiſtrate, 


ES (19). 
Magiſtrate, but the rites of conſecration in the Iewith 
Church wereever performed by the Prieſts; in the 
Chriſtian by the Biſhops : the firſt dedication of the 
Temple of Ieruſalem done by the authority .of Salo- 
on, the ſecond of Zerobabel, the third of Indas IMac- 
_ chabers; butall of them performed by the Prieſts: ſo a- 
mong Chriſtians, the firſt Chriſtian Churchat Teruſa- 
lem conſecrated by the authority of Con#amtine, but 
by the miniſtery of Eſeb/ws : that of Alexandria by 
the ſame authority, but by the miniſtery of Arharnaſire - 
The rites of conſecration are left to the Church and 
her Biſhc +33 onely there bee ſome of them of the 
Quorum, without which there cannot well be any con- 
ſecration : as firſt, Churches ought to bee conſecrated 
by prayer ; for Salomon his dedication is conceived in 
the very forme of a prayer: next, Churches are to be - 
conſccrated by reading of the Word ; for at the dedi. 
cationof the Temple the law was ever read : Thirdly, 
Churches areto be dedicated with the celebration of 
the Sacrament of our Saviour his moſt precious body 
and bloud, as inall thEthree dedications of the Tem. 
ple ever ſacrifice was offered : But aboveall, Churches 
muſt onely be conſecrated and dedicatedto God, not 
to Saints, Angels, or any created Patrons : Bur may 
not the Churches of Chriſtians be called by the names 
of Saints and Martyrs,as S. Martes,S. Peters,&c ? Yes, 
they may be patriny, bur not parres, godfarhers, but not 
fathers of our Churches ; as men are contented their 
children ſhould be called by the names of their fricnds 
whom they chulſe for godfathers, bur will have them- 
ſclves ſtill onely acknowledged for fathers: ſo Godal- 
loweth that his Saints and Martyrs thould bee ſuſcepto- 
res, godfathcrs of Chriſtian _ eſpecially if ir 


ſhall 


MO 


(20) 
ſhall noe bee done as now it is inthe Church of Rome, 
ro derogate from God his Patronage : and no particular 
office or ſervice ſhall bee allowed to bee faid inthe 
Church to that Saint after which it is named. The truth 
is, in the Primitive Church, Chriſtian Churches were 
called by thenames of Saints and Martyrs for two rea- 
ſons, the equity of both which holdeth ſtill. Firſt, to 
reſtifie their thankefulneſſe ro God for the benefits 
which the Church had received by the miniſtery of 
theſe Saints. Secondly, and principally,God in the in- 
fancy of the Church did ſhew many miracles ar the 
Tombes and Sepulchers of the Martyrs ; and therefore 
the Chriſtians did there ere& Churches, and call them 
by the names of thoſe Martyrs,out of a deſire ro honor 
thoſe whom God had ſo much honored, and the world 
ſo much deſpiſed. The fummethen of all is, Chriſtian 
Churches may be called by the names of Saints and 
Martyrs, but muſt beededicated onely to God and his 
ſervice ; and as toall parts of his ſervice,ſo eſpecially to 
prayer : which I told you was the ſecond particular in 
the Churches ſurname, and is now the next point tobe 
ſpoken of, ſhall becalled the houſe of prayer. 

Why not the houſe of Sacrifice, Sacraments, Pro- 
phecying, Preaching 2 Becauſe all theſeare worth no- 
thing unleſſe they be ſeaſoned with prayer : Ir is not to 
be paſſed over with ſleight obſervation, thar although 
all theſe, except their Sacraments, wereperformed in 
the Iewiſh Temple, and all of them are performed in 
Chriſtian Churches ; yet the dutics of the Temple 
moſt commonly have their denomination in Scripture 
from that of prayer : Salomen in the dedication of his 
Temple (as he conceived it inthe forme of a prayer) eſ- 
pecially beggeth of God his attention to the prayer 

gn - 


that ſhould be made in that place, and the whole tenour 
of his dedication runneth upon ir, and God his anſwer 


to Salomon is accordingly for prayer: TAHnnain the 2.0f 


Luke is ſaid not to have gone out of the Temple, bur to 
have continued 1n it faſting and praying; In Luke 2.37. 


the Phariſie and the Publican went up tothe Temple to 


pray : As 3.1. Peter and Tohn wentup to the Temple 
about the houre of prayer, being the ninth houre ; which to 
the Iewes was the third houre before rhe ſetting of the 
Sun, the very houre of the evening Sacrifice; here the 
Temple is called the houſe of prayer , and the Chriſtian 
Church's accordingly were called Oratorics; why all 


this 2 To teach us two things. Firſt, the excellency of 


prayer among all other religious duties. Secondly,the 
exccllency of publike prayer above all other private 
prayers made any whereelte. For the firſt, I will not in 
a Sermon enter upon the common place of praycr,one- 
ly this:you ſhall not find in Scripture any man regiſtred 
tor one of God his ſpeciall friends and favorites , who 
was not likewiſe a man of prayers and ſupplications , 
Moyſes, Abraham, Tob, David ; and above all looke 
upon Chriſt, ſo given to prayer, that as hee was called 
by the Prophet vir delorum, a man of forrowes, {o hee 
might have beene called vir clamorum,2 man of cryings 
and ſupplications ; for hee uſed them at home and a- 
broad, upon the Mount,in the Garden, upon the Crofle 
dying, nay after his death ; which makerh highly for 
the commendation of praycr; Chriſt wasa Prieſt, now 
the office of the Prieſt conſiſted in theſe two things, in 
offering up ſacrifice for the ſinnes of the people, and in 
oftering up prayers for the finnes of the people : that 


part of Chriſt his Pri:{thood which concerned facri- 


fice expired with his life, for hee offercd up the perte& 
: ſacrifice 
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(22) | 
ſacrifice of his body ance for all , but'ſo did notthar 
part of his Prieſthood which concerneth prayer ; for 
as hedied praying, ſo he ſtil] continueth a Prieſt in re- 
gard of prayer, two waycs. Firſt, becauſe he himſelfe 
at the right hand of God ſtill makethinterceſſion for us, 
Heb.7.25. Wherefore be u utterly able to ſave all them that 
come to him, ſince he ever liveth tomake interceſsion for us, 
Secondly, becauſe as our Advocate he offereth up into 
the boſome of his Father all the prayers which wee 
make to God in his name, Rev.8$.3. Ir is ſaid of Chriſt 
the Angell of the covenant, that he offereth up mary 
ſweet odour;, whith are the prayers of the Saints. 

Secondly,the Templeis called the houſe of prayer, as 
to ſhew us the excellency of prayer in generall, ſo in 
particular to expreſle unto us the excellency of publike 
prayer in the Temple. And here I am ſory that the ini- 

uity of the times ſhould put me upon two compari- 
fn which to ſome will ſeeme odious: the one is be- 
tweene prayer in the Temple, and preaching in the 
Temple: the other berweene prayer in the Temple, and 
prayer any where elſe. For preaching, far be it trom any 
Chriſtian to under-yaluc the holy and blefled Ordz- 
nance of Gad : onely I would have men, as upon 

_ preaching, fo likewile to ſet atrue value upon prayer in 
the Temple. There is a generation of fooles riſen up 
in the world, who thinke thar all religion conſiſteth in 
preaching and hearing of Sermons, and will run ſome 
miles to heare them : Bur for the publike prayers of 
the Church, they will hardly crofle the ſtreet; but caſt 

_ themſelves ro come into the Church about the ending 
of Divine Service, and beginning of Sermon : now 

S. Pauls queſtion poſerhthem all , If all were hearing , 
where were ſeeing, and thereſt of the ſenies* ſo doth this 
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[euſea prayer. But they will fay,canthere be rog much 
preaching or hearing * Yes, there may beroomuctrof 
any thing :\ Take this for-a rule, no truth can berepug< 
nant; roanother truth-in any ſcience whatfocver: mire” 
lele can Theologicall truths be repugnant oneto-aho- 
ther, and therefore all Theologicall truths muſt beex- 
pounded as.they may ſtand in grofle one by another: 
_ Hethat hath ſaid, Bee ſwift to beore, hath likewiſe: ſaid, 
Pray continually, and he that provideth not for his family « 
worſe than-an Infidell : Menthen mult fo heare, as they 
ncelc& got prayer, as that in weeke dayes, if their fa- 
milicsbeſuſtained by their trade andcalling, they neg- 
le& not'thar, to run afrer Sermons : for thereisno wy 
g10uS worke which may not be over-done: weare com- 
mand 'rogivealmes, bur if one ſhall give all he hath, 
knowiig that he muſt become chargeable ro others, it 
is fianeandthat voluntary poverty which wecondemne 
- 1n many. of the Mendicant Fryers : Faſting is a religi- 
ous duty, but if one ſhall abſtaine ſo much,as he know- 
eth he ſhall be accefiary to his owne death, iris a finne, 
as Gregory Nazianzen complained of his fiſter Gorgonia: 
Even prayerit ſelfe,” which I am now commending, 
when it is over-done, it is called by our Saviour, vaine 
babling and idle repetitions : So for hearing, we ought 
to heare onthat day which God hath ſer apart for his 
ſervice, all excuſes laid afide ; and on the weeke dayes 
tr00, 0Mir no good occaſion of hearing, fo farreas our 
callings and places will permit;burt fo.as we never omit 
che frequenting of the .Divine Service and Publike 
Prayers of the Church. 204 

. Next from this, thatthe Temple is called the bowſe of 
prayer, we may ice the —__ of publike prayer = 
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ft (24) "NY 
tlic Tetaple;above private prayer any where elſe:whith 
I pray you may not be raken as ſpoken any way in de- | 
rogation from private praycr, ro which I find our Savi- 
our was ſo much addicted;as appeareth by his prayerin 
the Garden, which he powred forth in 2 private place, 
a garden; at a private time, inthe might, privately and 
alone by himſelfe ; for hee was ſeparated not-onely 
from thereſt of his Diſciples, but even from thethree 
Diſciples that entred with him, by the ſpace ofa ſtones 
calt :.Sure nonecan ſpeake againſt private prayer , bur 
they who never felt that {weerneſſe which the ſoule of a 
Chriſtian findeth in her private retirement, familiarity 
and converſation with God: You who doe uſe it, uſe ir 
ſtill; for beſides many other, -you ſhall find theſe three 
great conveniences init. Firſt, an eafie raviſhing of the 
mindofa Chriſtian:for ifthat definition of praicr which 
the Fathers give us be true, that prayer is nothing &fe 
bur the lifting/up or raviſhing 'of a mans mind/from alf 
worldly things towards God '; how can the mind of 
man be more eaſily lifted up from worldly things,than 
when being alone with his God, hee is remooved from 
the fizhrand' ſenſe of them'* Secondly, in privare 
prayer wee finde greater ſecurity .from vaine-glory , 
which though perhaps in publike prayer we doe not af- 
fect, yet we doe not know how the DiveH may ſpice our 
prayers with pride , when we thinke that every/one is 
looking upon us. Fhirdly , in private prayer we may 
uſe greater freedome and liberty with God in: expre(- 
{ing of our watts ;: as broken words, crying, ejacularo- 
ry, voyces, confuſed fighs, &c. whichthough they bee 
acceptable to God , yer are not ſeemely- nor decent be- 
fore. men; and therefore may be uſed with greater 
ftxeedome in private , than they. can bee in publike: 


| prayer ; 


(25) 
prayer: For theſe and 'many. more ſuch reaſons, fol 
low Chriſt his-counſell, Zxter imetby ohamber and but 

the doore behind thee, that is, give your ſclvesto private 
rayer. - 5 ny Eos | 
i Bur much-more,. bee. ſure never to-negle&publike 
praycr, to which we find likewiſe that our Saviour was 
10 much addiced;; take, for inſtance. thoſe prayers 
which he powred forth publikely at his death, for they 
were ms at a publike rume, thetime of the Paſſeoverx, 
when untill that timetwelvemoneth there was- not-{o 
great a confluxe of peopleto be at Ieruſalemro heare ; 
in a publike place,the place of execution, largeand ablc 
ro receive great multitudes: and that they mightyertbe 
heard the berter,.-made upon the top of a hill; Mount 
Calvarie, : nay. yer, upon the top of a, beacon which 
ſtoc upon the top. of that Ill; nay yer, that they 
mightbe the better heard, asitis ſaid in the Goſpel, 
that he ſpake his laſt, word conſurmmatumeFf,with a loud 
voyce,.{o faith the Apoſtle Heb, .7. thar hc offered up 
his prayers there c/amore valido, Who offexed up prayers 
and [applications with ſtrong cryings andteares,which place 
the Fathers expound of his prayers. upon the Croſle a- 
mong-thereſt ; and-here I rhinke publike prayer.is ſuth- 
ciently watranred. And if you ſhall ſay, wharis all this 
to publike prayer inthe Temple 7 Lanlwer, very much, 
for that place in which our Lord dying prayed, was a 
Temple: the reaſon is this, ſacrifice was onely'to beot- 
fered up inthe; Temple ; "Chriſt therefore in chis place 
offering up the ſacrifice of his owne body, made ir tru- 
ly tobea Temple, truely I ſay, becauſe the Temple of 
Icruſalem in Rr 4224 daily Heoples was offered up, 
was nothing elſe buratype of this very place in which 
wasto be offered this perfect ſacrifice once for all; as 
3 therefore 
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thereforeQChriſt LONEUAIELTY Temple; Deſtroy rhrs 
Teviple, and Fwill build it wp in three dayes, o\offering up 

the facrifice of his body in this place, hemight chal- 

lenge God to heare the prayers which he ſhould make 

inthis place, by verrue of chat promiſe 'which he had 

made;to hearethe prayers which ſhould be made itithe 

Temple *' "And Chriſt praying in this place;, was quit 
with the Tewes in-my rex; for this place was Golgotha, 

the place'of dead mens ſculs ; thats , the place where 

lay rhebotites of executed malefaRors and rheeves: {6 

thitlooke how/much the Tewes had difhonoured' the 

Temple in'my rext;fo much-did Chriſt honour Mover 

Culvarie: As they had made the houfe of God, which 

was the houſe of prayer, tobe adenof theeues; fo 
Chriſt made Galgorha which was a denfor the dead bok 

dies of rheeves,.to become the houſe of prayer, 

The excellehcy of publike prayer is well fet forth 
by our Saviour, Irath.18. inthat execllentrule which 
he giverh for publike prayer , for that rule includeth 
three rcafons why we ſhould give our ſelves to it. The 
firſt is, the conſent and agreement of Chriſtian minds 
in prayer, a thing moſt acceptable to God, Verf.18. If 
:woof you ſhall agree upon any thing 11 earth,it ſhall be given 
#nto you. + Secondly , becauſe of theafembling of che 
Saints together 1n one place, which meering even of 
their bodies is a thing moſt deltghtfull unte God,in the 
next verſe, For where two or three are gatherediontther, 
therewill I be in the middeft of them. Thirdly, 'becanſtof 
the unity of faith which is moſt pleaſant unto God,the 
people aſſembling themſelves in rhe name of Chriſt, in 
the ſame verſe, where twoare three are gatheredroge- 
ther /n my name,there will I be in themiddeſtiof thery: 


ro theſe reaſons wee may adde this, "that the'publike 
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can be :' fr there” is-more pith' inone of the well cor 
ceived Collects of the Church; rthan'inmany of: thoſe 
pitifull te Howes more pirifull-bablings and' idle repets- 
tions/in-which (as'dup Saviour fpeaketh)rbey think tobe 
heard for their length , whereas prayer confilterh noe 
length , but-ſtrengrh, -whichis ro'bE&had-inrhewel! 
compacted Collets of che Church. Have you not 
heard ſome of theſe men 'in- their ex 


their exremporaty excl 
mations, or declamarions rather,” for fornecimes/theit 
prayers ate libels)ralke to God, not onely with that fa- 


miliarity, but homelinefſe,that you would not hayeirs 


dured then to tatke to-you'r: | And' perhaps they whe 
ſtan”! 10w fo much onely for: exremporatyiprayer'and 


prea. .:ing r00 inthe Churchereitbe long/(for T ſee'nd 


reaſon why it may not hold inthis, as well asv the of . 


ther-rwo)will venture and purin for-extempotary ſho 
ing in the Church, and then rhcy will make chirmfelves 
ridiculous indeed; The ſumime of altis;alchough'thou 
piveſt thy ſelfenever fo much ro privateiprayer; which 
is well done, yet docnotnegled the publike þ 
the Church , ini the Churth;'whiclvisthere called rhe 
houſe:not of knowledec,-'righteouſneſſe,, 'mercy”, 
preaching, - hearing, /&c. although ir be all theſe , bur 


the houſe of prayer. Sothar thoſe men who doe wilfully 
excommunicate' rhemſelves by: not 'comming to the 


prayers of the Church;but onely to the Sermoan,/or u- 
ſually go out of it before the blefſing or laſt prayer be 


pronounced, fince the Church is called the houſe of 


prayer, they are like chem who come unto a (choole, bur 
will not learne;/toa battel}, but will notfight,toa bed, 


but will not ſleep, to a feaſt, bur will not teed:aHl which 
tendeth 
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rendeth nothitig to-any derogation from private pray- 
er; Faras God tlifperſed the places of. cg ough- 
out the land to his;people, ſorhicke and ar fuch diſtan- 


ces, - as the offenders might reach ſome of them by 
night, leſt they ſhould be over-takenby the avengers 
of. rheir bloud;' but-yer appointed the Temple: for the 
onely placd whither arterwards the offendets were-ro 
reſort, -and to. expiate their offence by ſacrifice : ſofor 
our faanes which. we daily and hourely commir, God 
alloweth and requireth-us: daily-to have refuge ro him 
by, private prayer, bur o,' that weneglc&t'notto recon- 
cile our ſelves to him , for theſe ftnnes by our publike 
praycrs in theFemple, which is the houſe of prayer ; for 
whoſoever rgbbeth God and his-Temple ot this honor 
which is due unto him 19 it, doth whartin him 1ycth in 
{ome (cnſe to make the houſe of * prayer u den of theeves - 
which is now the next poifit to bee ſpoken of, Icalled 
it the Churches nicke-name, but you have made it a dens 
| of theevss. PIT 110 | $ 
Inunfolding of which part (if time had ſuffered me) 
many would havebcen found theeves and robbers who 
paſle for vertuous and honeſt men - Hardly would any 
pretence; have -ſetyed-their- turne:;i- For the money- 
changers and dove-fellers,-- and -the Prieſts ſuffering 
them to fell in the Court, (for it was in the Atrium or 
Courr onely that they ſold, not inthe Templeit ſelfe, 
although it be herecalled ſo, becauſe itwas conſecrated 
and holy ground as the Temple was) had as ſpecious a 
pretence for this their merchandizing as might be,even 
the pretence of that Law, Dem.14.24, whereby it was 
permitted to the people tor the more calle carriage, to 
change their tythes and offerings into money, and with 
that money at Ieruſalem to buy the like: Now ns 
this 


- 


(29) 
this purpoſe , to fit ſuch people with ſacrifices and 
offcrings, did the Prieſts pretend thar they ſuffered the 
money-changers and dove-ſellers to ſet up their 
there, alchough indeed they did it ro get money for 
their ſtanding , and the ſhop-keepers to make gaine of 
the people ; and therefore our Saviour here cals their 
getting, plaine rheevery and robbery: Bur the time will 

not give me leave to arraigne theſe theeves now. To 

God the Father, God the Sonne, God the Holy 
Ghoſt bee aſcribed all honour and 
praiſe, now and ever. 
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